AP World History

Unit Three Review Guide: 
Regional and Transregional Interactions

(ca. 600 to 1450 CE)


Each of the following sections contains relevant terms and questions to guide your studies for the upcoming unit test.  Be able to not only identify the terms listed, but to be able to analyze their significance within the appropriate context.  Please be aware that this study guide is a starting place, not an exhaustive list of all the potential terms and concepts from this unit.
Byzantine Empire
Terms to Know:

Constantinople
Hippodrome

Justinian

Theodora

Hagia Sophia

“Justinian’s Code”

Nika riots

Greek fire

Eastern Orthodox Church

Great Schism (1054)

Icons

Mosaics

Excommunication

Greek
Fourth Crusade

1453 CE

Black Sea

Mediterranean

celibacy

patriarch

Guiding Questions:

1.  What were some of the lasting effects of the Emperor Justinian’s rule?  (Consider: expansion, political control, religion, and law.)
2.  Explain the long-term causes and effects of the Great Schism of 1054.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Slavic Kingdoms
Terms to Know:

Slavs

Kievan Rus

Novgorod

Rurik

Grand Prince of Kiev

feudalism

Cyrillic alphabet

Boyars

Serfs

Principalities

Grand Prince Vladimir

Mongol invasion

Ottoman Empire

Yaroslav the Wise
Eastern Orthodox Christianity

Guiding Question:

1. Describe the impact various religious traditions (especially Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodox Christianity, and Islam) had on various Slavic peoples between 600 and 1450 CE.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Islamic World
Terms to Know:

Five Pillars
hajj

Qur’an

Hadith

Shari’ah

Mecca

Medina

Muhammad

Abraham

Ismael

“People of the Book”

literacy

“Rightly Guided” caliphs

Sunni 

Shi’a

Sufism

Umayyad Caliphate

Abbasid Caliphate

Córdoba

Damascus

Baghdad

Jerusalem

Sultan

Seljuk Turks

Arabesques

Mosque

Madrasa

caligraphy

Guiding Questions:

1.  Describe the historical origins of Islam.  Include its religious context with regards to other major monotheistic religious systems of the era, as well as the social and political context.
2.  What caused the Shi’a-Sunni split in Islam?  Be sure to address questions of leadership, succession, and regional origin in your response.
3.  Describe the legal and social status of non-Muslims (including Jews and Christians, as well as practitioners of other animistic religions) in the Umayyad, and Abbasid Caliphate.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Medieval Africa 
Terms to Know:

Kingdom of Ghana
Kingdom of Mali

Kingdom of Songhai

Sunni Ali

Kumbi Selah

Trans-Saharan trade

Gold-Salt-Slaves

Islam

Timbuktu

Djenne

Sundiata (Sologon Djata)

Mansa Musa

Kingdom of Kongo

Swahili Coast

Mombasa

Zanzibar

Great Zimbabwe

Indian Ocean trade

Griot

Silent trade system

Animism

Nomads

Bantu migration

Syncretic language

Sahel

Guiding Questions:

1.  Explain the relationship between the Trans-Saharan trade system and the spread of Islam into sub-Saharan Africa after 900 CE.  What were the political, economic, and social effects of the adoption of Islam?
2.  Who was Mansa Musa, and what is his significance?

3.  Explain the origins of the Swahili language.  What are the contributing languages?  How did they come to form Swahili?
4. What is the sahel, and why is it significant in west Africa?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
China: Sui to Yuan
Terms to Know:

Neo-Confucianism
Sui dynasty

Grand Canal

Tang dynasty

Land distribution

Turkic revolts

Two-tiered examination system

Song dynasty

Xenophobia

Liao Empire

Emperor Taizu

Scholar-gentry

Gunpowder

Junks

Compass

Footbinding

Southern Song

Yuan dynasty

Kublai Khan

segregation policies
invasions
Khanbalique

Kamikaze

Xiongnu

Guiding Questions:

1.  Describe the cultural, political, and social changes which occur during the Tang dynasty.
2.  According to the Song, who were the xiongnu?  What is xenophobia, and how did it inform political, economic, and social policy during the Song dynasty?

3. What changes/innovations did the Yuan dynasty introduce in Chinese society?  What were some of the causes of the Yuan dynasty’s downfall?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Japan: Rise of Feudalism
Terms to Know:
Ainu
Taika period
Yamato tribes

Shotoku Taishi

Tang dynasty

“The Taika Reforms”

Buddhism

Confucianism

Shintoism

Nara period

Land distribution

Shoen

Bushi

Heian period

Fujiwara clan

Courtier aristocrats

Regional nobility

peasants

genin

eta

feudalism

Bushido

Samurai

seppuku

katana

castles

Guiding Questions

1.  Compare and contrast Japanese-style feudalism with European feudalism during the Middle Ages.  Include at least one similarity and one difference.
2. Describe the relationship between Japan and China during the Taika period.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mongols
Terms to Know:

Khan
Khanate

Chenggis (Ghengis) Khan

Yams

nomads

steppes

Turkic tribes

Silk Road

Yuan dynasty

Pax Mongolica

Khanate of the Golden Horde

Central Asia

Persia

Meritocracy

religious tolerance
Guiding Questions:

1. How did the Mongols, a largely nomadic group, administer and control the largest empire on earth?  What methods of political control did they use?  Were they effective?
2. How did the Mongol Empire effect trade and cultural diffusion throughout Eurasia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Western Europe: Middle Ages

Terms to Know

Charlemagne
Charles Martel

Battle of Tours

Crusades

“Children’s Crusade”

salvation

feudalism vs. manorialism

fiefdom

vassal

Holy Roman Empire

Franks

Anglo-Saxons

King Harold
William the Conqueror

Battle of Hastings (1066)

Edward the Confessor

Pope

Archbishop

Bishop

Clergy

Priest

Monasticism 

Monks

Nuns

Lay investiture

Vikings (“a-viking”)

Longboats

Normandy

Newfoundland

Eric the Red

Lief Ericson
chivalry

Saladin

Richard I (the Lionhearted)

Magna Carta

Parliament

Hundred Years’ War

Agincourt

longbow

scholasticism

vernacular language
guild system

middle class

Babylonian Captivity

Great Schism (1378)

anti-Semitism

Black Death

Guiding Questions:

1. Describe the role of the Roman Catholic Church in medieval European society.  What services and functions did it provide?
2. What were some of the points of conflict between the Church and secular rulers?  (Consider: Henry II, Henry IV, lay investiture, courts.)

3. What effects did the various Crusades have on western Europe?  On the Islamic world?

4. Explain the causes and long-term effects of the Great Schism of 1378.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Americas: Aztecs and Incas

Terms to Know:

city-state

Tenochtitlan

“Triple Alliance”

tribute system

“Flowery War”

human sacrifice

Nahuatl

calpulli

chinampas

pochtecas

Mexica

xocolatl / cacao
obsidian

Quetzalcoatl
Huitzilopochtli

Hernán Cortés

La Malinche
class system
Andes

suyus

waranqa

ayllus
“Great Speaker”
mita

mitmaq

terraces

potatoes

huacas
Inti

Inka

Machu Picchu

mummies

Guiding questions:

1.  In what ways were the class systems in the Aztec and Incan Empires similar?  In what ways did their social or political organization differ?

2.  How did the Aztec and Incan Empires maintain control over their extensive territories? 

3.  How did religion influence the political structure and administration of the Aztec and Incan Empires?
