Unit Two Review Guide: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies 
(ca. 600 BCE to 600 CE)

AP World History

Each of the following sections contains relevant terms and questions to guide your studies for the upcoming unit test.  Be able to not only identify the terms listed, but to be able to analyze their significance within the appropriate context. Remember, this is only a starting place for your studies this unit; anything from the reading is also fair game.
Classical Mesoamerica
Terms to Know:

Olmecs

dualism

preliteracy

Teotihuacán
Avenue of the Dead
barrios

long-distance trade

jaguar

Mesoamerican ballgame

levees

raised farming

maize (corn)

obsidian
Palenque

Copán

slash-and-burn

Maya

stele

Tikal
Yucatán

human sacrifice

step pyramids

long-count calendar

hieroglyphs

codex (codices)

Guiding Questions:

1.  What continuities exist between the classical civilizations of Mesoamerica and pre-classic societies (Olmecs)?  Are they political continuities, social continuities, economic, religious, cultural, etc.?
2.  What limits do we have to understanding the Mayan writing system?  

3.  What role does geography and the environment play in the development of unique culture groups in the Americas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Rise of Indian Empires
Terms to Know:

Hinduism
Vedas

“Aryan invasion”
Sanskrit

Ganges plain

raja

varnas

Brahman

Kshatriyas

Vaisya

Sudras

Pariahs

caste system

Mauryan empire

Chandragupta Maurya

Ashoka
Buddhism
Siddhartha Gautama

ahimsa

“Rock Edicts”

religious freedom

Intermediate Periods

Gupta empire

“Golden Age”

Kalidasa

Huns

Guiding Questions:

1. In what way does the caste system reinforce (or refute) social order?
2.  Explain the systems of political organization which exist in both the Mauryan and Gupta empires.

3.  Explain the relationship between the expansion of empire, the spread of trade, and the diffusion of religious beliefs during the Mauryan and Gupta empires.

Qin and Han Dynasties (China)
Terms to Know:

Warring States period

Shi Huangdi

Qin dynasty

terracotta warriors

Great Wall

commandaries

censor

Legalism

Han Feizi

examination system

Confucianism

Kongfuzi

Daoism

Lao Tzu

yin and yang

filial piety

propriety

Liu Bang

Han dynasty

xiongnu

Han Wudi

Zhang Qian

Buddhism

Huns

Wei Kingdom

Wu Kingdom

Shu Kingdom

Guiding Questions:

1.  Explain the central philosophies of legalism, Daoism, and Confucianism.
2. How do the principles of Confucianism contribute to Chinese social and political order?
3.  In what ways is the Han dynasty comparable to the Roman empire?
4.  What factors led to the downfall of the Qin dynasty?  The Han dynasty?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mesopotamian Culture Groups and Empires

Terms to Know:

Lydians

coins

barter

Aramaic

trade

lingua franca

Assyrian empire

Persian empire

slavery

Xerxes

Cyrus the Great

Darius I

empire

Phoenicians

Carthage

Guiding Questions:

1.  What are some characteristics of an empire?  How does an empire differ from a kingdom?  A city-state?

2.  How do various empires maintain control of their territories?  Consider the Persians and Assyrian methods.



Ancient Greece 
Terms to Know:

Minoans
Knossos

labyrinths

city walls

Crete

Mycenaeans

Greek pantheon

polytheism

“Dorian invasion” 

Archaic Greek culture

Aegean Sea

polis

acropolis

agora

direct democracy

philosophy

Socrates

Plato

Aristotle

Alexander the Great

Pericles

tyrant

Sparta

Delian League

Persian Wars

Peloponnesian Wars

Draco

Cleisthenes

Sophocles

drama

Macedonia

Hellenistic culture

citizen

Guiding Questions:

1.  Describe the governmental system of Athens.  Be sure to include questions of representation in government and citizenship.
2. Explain the relationship between the Persian War, the Delian League, the Peloponnesian Wars, and the Macedonian invasion of mainland Greece.

3.  How did Alexander maintain order over his immense empire?  What techniques did he use to prevent rebellion in his newly-conquered  lands?  Compare and contrast these techniques with those used by the Assyrians and the Persians.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Roman Republic and Empire
Terms to Know:
Senate

Curiate

People’s Assembly

Century Assembly

Lucius Tarquinius Superbus

consuls

patricians

plebeians

checks and balances

Punic Wars

economic depression

mare nostrum
latifunida

paterfamilias
slavery

crisis period

Rubicon

Julius Caesar

Crassus

Pompey

triumvirate

Cleopatra VII

Octavian Augustus (Augustus Caesar)

Principate system

Pax Romana

Jus Civile

Jus Genticum

Judaism

Christianity

Mithraism

“bread and circuses”

Caligula

Nero

Vandals

Ostrogoths

Huns

Constantinople

Eastern Roman Empire

Western Roman Empire

Guiding Questions

1.  In what ways is the Roman political culture a continuation of the Hellenistic practices from Alexander’s empire?  
2.  Describe and analyze the conditions that led to the downfall of the Roman republic.

3.  What internal forces contributed to the collapse of the Western Roman Empire?  What external forces?
4.  Describe Christianity’s relationship with the Roman Empire.  Include the role of trade, travel, repression, and political and social acceptance.



Empires and Classical Societies
Large-scale questions:

1. What role does geography play in solving economic problems and establishing political order?

2. How did religion in classical society differ from ancient kingdoms?

3. What roles did the Han and Qin dynasties play in the unification of China?

4. How did religion and government combine to unite Classical India?

5. What criteria were used in the different classical civilizations to create social distinctions?

6. What role does Alexander the Great play in combining civilizations?

7. What contributions do the Aryans, the Greeks, and the Romans make to the evolution of government?

8. What similarities can you find in the teachings of Buddha, Ahira Mazda, Abraham, Jesus?

9. What comparisons can you make in Hammurabi’s Code and Roman law?

10. What moved along the Silk Road besides trade goods?

11. What comparisons can you see between the Han Empire in China and the Roman Empire in the Mediterranean world?

12. Why did the fall of the Roman Empire have a more dramatic impact on the western world than the decline of the Han Empire had on the eastern world?
