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Overview of 

World War I

ɀ Lasted 1914-1918

ɀ wŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊέ 
because of incredible scale of 
violence and unprecedented 
involvement of nations

ɀ Fundamentally hindered power 
of Western European nations

ɀ Encouraged growth of 
nationalism in Europe



Description of 

all World War I 

Casualties



Long-term Causes of the 

Great War

ɀ Represented by the acronym M.A.I.N.

ɀ Militarism: Aggressive military preparedness that celebrates warfare 

ɀ Alliances: Triple Entente (Britain, Russia, France) vs. Triple Alliance 
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy)

ɀ U.S., China, and Japan (and later Italy)  joined Triple Entente to form 
ǘƘŜ έ!ƭƭƛŜǎέ

ɀ ¢ƘŜ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ έ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
tƻǿŜǊǎέ

ɀ Imperialism: Western European rivalries for global domination

ɀ Overseas colonies (i.e. Scramble for Africa) major source of global 
power/wealth

ɀ Nationalism: Sense of community based on common ethnicity, language, 
etc.



1. Ruso-Turkish War in 1877 -1878 had 

shifted the balance of power in the 

Balkans through the Treaty of San Stefano 

a. Austria -Hungary got control of 

Bosnia-Herzegovina

b. Romania, Montenegro, and 

Serbia became independent 

nations

c. Bulgaria independent but mostly 

influenced by Russia

2. When Austria -Hungary officially 

annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina, Pan -Slavic 

nationalists (and the Serbians) became enraged



3. Confusing European Alliances ðMany confusing and 

contradictory alliances dating all the way back to 1815 

from the Congress of Vienna

a. The Triple Alliance (of 1882) ðGermany, 

Austria -Hungary , and Italy

1. All of these countries had previous 

problems or issues of colonial competition with France and were 

afraid of French aggression

2. Russia was a member of the earlier version (The 

Three Emperorõs League) but left when tensions between it and 

Austria -Hungary grew over the Balkans





4. Military Build-up as a reflection of 

Competition

a. Britain and Germany competed for 

a larger navy ïmostly to enforce 

trade routes and protect overseas 

colonial holdings

b. most countries had a draft  ï

increasing the overall size of their 

armies

c. military spending was enormous in 

most European countries

*. Militaries equip themselves with the latest weapons




